
AMENDED 08/12/09 

July 8, 2009 
 
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE TORRANCE CABLE TELEVISION ADVISORY 
BOARD. 
 
1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
 The Torrance Cable Television Advisory Board convened in a regular meeting on Wednesday,  

July 8, 2009, at 7:02 p.m. in the Torrance Community Television Multipurpose Room located in 
the Stanley E. Remelmeyer Telecommunications Center.  

 
2. ROLL CALL: 
 

Present: Commissioners:  Carlson, Korman, Nishinaga, Perkins, and Acting Chairman 
Sunshine 

 
Also Present: Cindy Hibbard, Secretary 
 Don Fefie, TCtv Coordinator 
 Michael D. Smith, Cable & Community Relations Manager 
 
Excused: Haussmann and Barnard (arrived at 7:55 p.m.) 
 
Absent: None 
 

3. FLAG SALUTE: 
 
 Commissioner Sunshine led the salute to the flag. 
 
4. MOTION TO ACCEPT AND FILE REPORT ON POSTING OF AGENDA: 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to accept and file the report of the City Clerk on 

posting of the agenda for this meeting.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Korman, carried with an aye vote. 

 
5. ANNOUNCEMENT OF WITHDRAWN OR DEFERRED ITEMS – ITEM F1 was deferred. 
 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

A) June 10, 2009 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Korman moved to approve the minutes of June 10, 2009.  This 

motion seconded by Commissioner Nishinaga, motion carried with an aye vote. 
 
7. SCHEDULED BUSINESS: 
 

A) Community Matters – NONE 
 
B) Committee Reports - Operating Policies and Procedures Committee  
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The Committee met to discuss possible modifications to the Torrance Community 
Television Operating Policies and Procedures. 
 
Staff recommended modifying the operating hours of TCtv, Tuesday through Friday to 
open and close one (1) hour earlier, from 3:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m.; to 12:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m.  The primary reason for the proposed change is based on monthly statistics 
showing relatively lower facility usage after 9:45 p.m.  Staff reported TCtv can better 
serve its clients if the hours were opened earlier.  
 
Brief discussion followed. 

 
C) Report of the Community Television Center  

 
1) June, 2009 – Coordinator Fefie highlighted xx new programs were completed 

with 16 programs bicycled.  He also noted studio usage was down over the 
previous year to 23% compared to 35%; field camera check-outs were also low 
15% compared with 38% in 2008.  Post-production usage was up to 49% 
compared to 46% in 2008.  There were 02 multi-camera field productions, 
compared to 01 in the previous year.  "It’s Your TV Brochures" were mailed to 
04, with 02 graduates.  01 Users enrolled and graduated from Pre-Production 
Planning Workshop.   

 
Brief discussion followed. 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Torrance Community Television 

Center Report for June 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner Perkins, 
motion carried with aye vote. 
 
 

D) Report of Legislative and Cable Related Activities 
 
Manager Smith reported Time Warner charges 99 cents a month to not be listed in a 
directory published by telecom giants. The kicker: Time Warner doesn't even share the 
revenue with those companies. 
 
Time Warner Inc. Chief Executive Jeff Bewkes and Comcast Corp. Chief Executive 
Brian Roberts this morning unveiled a partnership that initially will provide shows from 
two of Time Warner's cable channels -- TNT and TBS -- through a broadband 
connection to cable subscribers. The test will begin next month with 5,000 Comcast 
subscribers and to all Comcast customers nationwide by year's end.  
 
The Supreme Court cleared the way today for cable TV companies to offer their 
customers a new service that would permit subscribers to copy and store programs for 
later viewing. 
 
As Julius Genachowski was preparing to be sworn in Monday as FCC chairman, the 
commission announced it had cleared the decks for Thursday's public meeting, 
Genachowski's first as chairman, to focus on the national broadband plan. 
 
Brief discussion followed. 
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MOTION: Commissioner Carlson moved to accept the Report of Legislative and Cable 
Related Activities for June 2009.  This motion seconded by Commissioner 
Nishinaga, motion carried with aye vote. 

 
E) Old Business - NONE 

 
F) New Business –  

1) A recommendation from the Cable & Community Relations Manager and the 
Operating Policies and Procedures Committee that the Cable Television Advisory 
Board: 1) Modify TCtv operating hours from 3:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m., to 2:00 p.m. 
to 10:00 p.m.; 2) Modify the Operating Policies and Procedures Manual to reflect 
this one-hour shift; 3) Forward recommendations to the Public Access 
Foundation for approval. 

 

ITEM DEFERRED. 
 

8. ADDENDUM MATTERS - NONE 
 
9. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: 

A) Coordinator Fefie reminded everyone of the upcoming annual Back to TCtv BBQ, 
August 28th, the last Friday in the month. 

B) Manager Smith encouraged the Commissioners to consider applying for the Census 
Committee or the Centennial Committee the City Council has established.  Detailed 
information can be obtained online at www.TorranceCA.Gov  

C) Commissioner Barnard apologized for being late due to involvement in preparation for 
the upcoming home tours.  She also mentioned her upcoming trip to produce a 
documentary on the establishment of the City of Torrance.  

D) Commissioner Carlson mentioned he has enrolled in a script writing class at Harbor 
Community College.  He also mentioned how much he and his family enjoyed spending 
Independence Day at Torrance beach, especially the fireworks. 

E) Commissioner Korman mentioned her brother, Arik Korman, the producer of the Bob 
Rivers radio show on KZOK and his trip to Senegal with World Vision along with 
sponsorship of a child. 

F) Commissioner Nishinaga mentioned his trip to Coronado Beach for Independence Day. 
G) Commissioner Perkins mentioned the firework displays at Wilson Park and Torrance 

Beach. 
H) Commissioner Sunshine also mentioned he enjoyed the firework show at Wilson Park. 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT: 

Chairman Sunshine adjourned the meeting of July 8, 2009, 8:05 p.m. to reconvene on 
Wednesday, August 12, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 Michael D. Smith 
 Cable & Community Relations Manager 
 
Roll Call: Carlson �  Haussmann � Korman � Nishinaga � Perkins � Sunshine � Barnard � 


